


o Strategy: If you are struggling to find a structure, you may need to do some more thinking and 
planning. Try producing a visual map or representation of your arguments and evidence. 
Group related information. Identify your key and supporting ideas. 

 Do the opening sentences of paragraphs (and sections) capture the main point of the 
paragraph (section) that follows and implicitly or explicitly link to the paper’s thesis or to the 
previous paragraph or section? 
o Strategy: Read your introduction, the opening sentence (topic sentence) to each paragraph, 

and your conclusion to see whether you get the sense of a coherent, advancing argument. 
Revise any opening sentence that seems "off topic"--even if you make the connection later in 
the section. 

 Have you provided enough evidence and discussion to support your arguments? If you can 
imagine a reader asking questions, presenting counter-arguments, or requesting additional 
evidence, then try to strengthen your arguments and to fill in any gaps. 

 

2. Paragraph Development and Sources 
 Are the paragraphs effectively focused and developed? 

o Strategy: If any paragraph is only one or two sentences long, check to see if it should be 



that, usually, phrases like "in my opinion" or "I believe" lessen impact rather than add 
emphasis. 

o Strategy: After the word this, add a word to clarify the reference (e.g., "this what"). 
o Strategy: Wherever possible, keep nouns in your discussion plural so you can freely use the 

pronouns they and their, avoiding sexist usage, cumbersome he/she pairs, and 
ungrammatical pronoun shifts (e.g., a studentthey) 

 Is your writing concise? 
o Strategy: Cut out unnecessary references to your paper (e.g. "In this paper, I will try to 

prove…") 
o Strategy: Get rid of adjectives like "very,” long introductory phrases that say little, and 

unnecessary "it is" and "there are" phrases. 

 

4. Grammar, Citation, & Referencing 
 Have you used the past tense when referring to published research?  

 Have you documented every instance of borrowed information and included a reference list in a 
standard format (e.g., APA, Chicago, MLA, CSE, etc.)? 

 Have you edited your paper systematically? 
o Strategy:  If English is not your first language, check each verb for (1) correct tense, (2) 

correct verb form, and (3) proper agreement with the subject of the verb. 
o Strategy:  Invest in a good dictionary (e.g., the Collins Cobuild). Use spellcheckers but beware 

of their limitations
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