
 
Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Dance 

Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance 
Combined BA in Dance / Bachelor of Kinesiology 

Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Drama 
Concurrent BFA in Drama Education / Bachelor of Education 

Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Music 
BA Honours in Music 

Bachelor of Music 
Concurrent BMUS in Music Education / Bachelor of Education 

(Minors in Dance, Drama, Music and Sonic Arts are also offered) 
 

School of Creative and Performing Arts 
Faculty of Arts 
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Penelope Farfan farfan@ucalgary.ca 
Val Campbell vcampbel@ucalgary.ca 
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Overview and Context of the Program: 
 
The School of Creative and Performing Arts (SCPA) was formed in 2013 through the combination of the 
former academic units of Dance, Drama and Music. The first official director of the SCPA came on board 
in January 2015. Since its inception, the SCPA has been involved in an ambitious process of self-
definition, one predicated on an unwavering commitment to excellent discipline-
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MISSION 
At the School of Creative and Performing Arts we are celebrating the distinctiveness of our three 
disciplines of dance, drama and music and exploring uncharted interdisciplinary terrain. With focused 
emphasis on the physical and intellectual demands required for the creation, performance, and study of 
artistic process and works, we are a home both for individuals seeking to become rigorously trained, 
keenly independent and sophisticated artists as well as those aspiring to become intellectually agile, 
deeply engaged and creative scholars. 
 
VALUES 
The SCPA… 
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Further distinguish the 
BA Dance/B.Kin degree 
from the BA Dance and 
the BFA Dance.  

Require DNCE 463 of 
BA Dance/B.Kin majors 
only, and remove DNCE 
463 requirement from 
BA Dance and BFA 
Dance. Creation of 
DNCE 359 for BFA 
Dance and BA Dance 
only as substitute for 
KNES 259.   

SCPA Director, 
Curriculum Review 
team 

Completed. Change to 
BA Dance and BFA 
Dance requirements, 
DNCE 359 approved for 
17/18 calendar 

Bring the BFA Dance in 
line with current 
methodological 
approaches to creative 
process, and 
highlighting the 
academic goals of 
integrating practice and 
theory. 

Creation of DNCE 435 SCPA Director, 
Curriculum Review 
team 

Completed. DNCE 435 
approved for 17/18 
calendar 

Increase the breadth of 
knowledge in the BA 
Dance by introducing 
new areas of study: 
Dance Psychology and 
Dance Dramaturgy, 
offering bridges 
between dance 
creation, dance 
science, dance 
pedagogy, and 
psychology. 

Creation of DNCE 437 
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DRAMA 
 

Recommendations Action Items Participants Due Date 

Split full-year courses 
into half-year courses 
at the 300-level and 
below 

Changes to: Drama 
240, 340, 200, 300, 362 

SCPA Director, Chair of 
Drama, Curriculum 
Committee 

Completed. Still 
remaining is Dram360 

Requirement of 
Practicum Course in the 
BFA Dram  

Refine process for 
identifying practicum 
opportunities for 
students 

Chair of Drama, 
Production Manager 
Academic, Coordinator 
of Acting Courses 

Completed Calendar 
Change. Practical 
implementation 
happening now.  

Creation of 500-level 
course where students 
will work in integrated 
ways 

Create Dram513 as a 
part of the directing 
and design course 
streams and integrate 
dramaturgy 

SCPA Director, Chair of 
Drama, Curriculum 
Committee 

Completed. First 
offering of Dram513 
will be in Winter 2019. 

Creation of BA Drama Curriculum Creation SCPA Director, Chair of 
Drama, Curriculum 
Committee 

Ongoing. Process 
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today’s teachers into 
curriculum; explore 
ways to collaborate 
with Werklund School 
of Education. 

will be due 
December 2017 

New History core requires 
more and varied seminar 
topics; Canadian music 
and ethnomusicology 
have been suggested 

New Music History 
core is effective Fall 
2017, main effect will 
be felt in 18/19.  
Discussions amongst 
colleagues and 
students as to types of 
seminars that are of 
interest/value to 
students. 

Music History 
instructors 

Ongoing; 
“Introduction to 
Ethnomusicology” 
will be offered in 
Fall 2017; aim to 
offer Canadian 
music in 18/19 
academic year 

Examination of BA MUSI 
program  

Distinguish BA MUSI 
program from the 
BMUS both in terms of 
requirements/program 
organization and the 
way in which we talk 
about the program; 
examine retention rate 

Division of Music 
subcommittee 

Ongoing; calendar 
changes for 18/19 
will be due 
December 2017 




