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The Chair called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. and confirmed quorum. 
 
 
1. Conflict of Interest Declaration 
 
No conflicts were declared. 
 
 
2. Inclusive Practice Moment 
 
Amy Dambrowitz, Registrar, presented a Traditional Land 
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�x The University has been awarded two new Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC): one in 
Indigenous Ways of Climate and Water Sustainability for Planetary Health and Well-�����]�v�P
®���v�����}�v����
in Photonic Quantum Science and Technologies 

�x Seven University researchers have been appointed as Fellows of the Royal Society of Canada: 
Frank Cheng, Schulich School of Engineering, Carolyn Emery, Faculty of Kinesiology, David 
Hodgins, Faculty of Arts, Nicole Letourneau, Faculty of Nursing, Jennifer Love, Faculty of Science, 
Venkataraman Thangadurai, Faculty of Science, and Marcello Tonelli, Cumming School of 
Medicine. Five University researchers have been elected to the Royal Society of Canada College 
of New Scholars, Artists and Scientists: Marie-Claire Arrieta, Cumming School of Medicine, Gina 
Dimitropoulos, Faculty of Social Work, Kirsten Fiest, Cumming School of Medicine, Joe Harrison, 
Faculty of Science, and Aaron Phillips, Cumming School of Medicine. Perri Tutelman, Cumming 
School of Medicine postdoctoral scholar, has been awarded the Royal Society of Canada’s Alice 
Wilson Award, and Saliha Haq, 2023 Faculty of Law graduate, has been awarded the Royal Society 
of Canada’s Justice Rosalie Silberman Abella Prize. These important and prestigious recognitions 
raise the profile and reputation of the University. 

�x The University has been named as the home of the first United Nations (UN) University Hub 
focused on water. The University will partner with the think tank UN University Institute for 
Water, Environment and Health to study and engage with the public about climate threats and 
environmental change. 

�x The University is increasingly a leader on the national and world stage, such as through the 
groundbreaking One Child Every Child initiative 

�x The groundbreaking ceremony for the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine’s Veterinary Learning 
Commons building was held on December 1, 2023 at the University’s Spyhill Campus. The facility 
was granted $68.5 million in provincial capital funding, and it was announced at the ceremony 
that an additional $11.2 million in provincial funding has been invested to support an increase in 
the number of Veterinary Medicine student seats and the acquisition of diagnostic equipment. 

�x The ii’ taa’poh’to’p (Indigenous Strategy) Journey Update annual report and celebration was held 
November 28, 2023 

�x The selection process for a Provost and Vice-President (Academic) is underway 
 
 
5. Remarks of the Vice-Chair 
 
Penny Werthner, Vice-Chair, included the following in her remarks: 

�x Wendy Benoit, Faculty of Science, has been appointed as Interim Vice-Provost (Teaching and 
Learning) starting January 1, 2024 

�x Martha Hall Findlay has been appointed as the new Director of the School of Public Policy starting 
January 8, 2024 

�x The selection processes for new Deans of the Faculty of Law, Schulich School of Engineering and 
Faculty of Graduate Studies are progressing, and the new Deans should be in place between July 
and September 2024 

�x The Open H
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Moved/Seconded 

That the General Faculties Council (GFC) approve the new survey name (UCalgary Course Experience 
Survey) and proposed six new core institutional course survey questions, as set out in the document 
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event was followed by a screening at Calgary’s Central Library of the film Beans, based on true 
events around the 1990 Oka Crisis armed stand-off. 

�x Key indicator data illustrating the growth of the Indigenous student and staff populations at the 
University since 2016 was then presented  

�x The presenter described upcoming initiatives, including Indigenous components of the 
University’s Landscape Plan; a grant application to redesign a building at the Barrier Lake Field 
Station for Indigenous research and land-based learning; the development of a residence 
meditation space; a Continuing Education certificate called Towards Truth and Reconciliation; a 
Human Resources program for staff called URise; a micro-credential learning bundle for students 
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19. Standing Reports 
 
Documentation was circulated with the Agenda as ‘In Package Only’ for information: 

a) Report on the October 18 and November 22, 2023 GFC Executive Committee Meetings 
b) Report on the October 30 and November 20, 2023 Academic Planning and Priorities Committee 

Meetings 
c) Report on the November 23, 2023 Research and Scholarship Committee Meeting 
d) Report on the October 17 and November 21, 2023 Teaching and Learning Committee Meetings 
e) 


